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of bribery and court favour. The Whig theory as restated
by Burke was, it is true, a theory of patrician government;
it implied an almost superstitious reverence for the precise
plan of the existing Constitution; it attached a ridiculous
importance to hereditary rank, but It admitted the restraints
of a public vigilance, it insisted on public integrity, it was
animated by a high sense of honour, and of duty, and it did
much to develop the spirit of public discussion. George,
against whom this theory was invoked, was a caricature of
Bolingbroke's patriot king. He was not a monarch of the
order that uses the central power to protect the many from
the insolence and oppression of the governing few; he did
not stand on some lofty eminence, high above the selfishness
and the ignorance of his subjects. Of all the sovereigns in
Europe who cherished political ambitions there was scarcely
one who was less capable and not one who was more bigoted.
Throughout the reign, the royal closet was always the safe
refuge of every mean prejudice, that had been stripped
and routed in discussion, and for every Englishman who
cared for freedom or justice or public right or a wise
tolerance, George was himself the first dragon to be slain.
Burke and his confederates fought his pretensions with
that supreme energy with which men fight to prevent the
maladies of one generation from becoming the diseases
of the next, and not with the sporadic efforts of a faction
which finds its privileges challenged, and the paltry prizes
of office In danger.
The Rockingham party had a hard task before it The
atmosphere of public life was dim and misty, and there
was no strong tradition of party discipline or party success
to compete with the precedents the King had created, or
to disperse the oppressive confusion and disorder of ideas.
For twenty years, with one brief and rather ineffectual
interruption, the King's new system had governed politics,
and during those twenty years the great majority of
politicians had at one time or another lent themselves,
consciously or unconsciously, to his plausible designs. From